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Attattbsenk 


Capability of the Sun 

•sly lines for the Viet Ceng 

©nti tlie 2?i*i’ect of 

Interdiction Operations 


I. BmrnTv 

Hearth Vietwws in eocwemtlcn with, that Viet Cong (VC) bee considerable 
capability to Infiltrate raem end supplies late the Republic of South Vietnam 
(HVH) by lead ml by cea. The generally rugged terrain an! dense vege ta- ^ 
ttm the irtlairl border of the E® conceals an secteeslse trail nctwortt 

that connects with C<amunist --controlled roods in tnm* The long nerthsm 
coast line with may good losing beaches end the extensive network of 
rivers end esnale In the Del to provide nn excellent envirorwant end rararcun 
eratttealt&ee fear Infiltration fcy see. A largo variety of routes ean te 
need, therefore, to infiltrate men card supplies into the E®« 

Jsfiltmtion of rasa takes place princijally ever the lead rentes threw# 
b*M bec*n*ae groups of m moving over trail® are lees likely to be detected 
than if mewed ty ship. , a» troll route sis© has the cdvtmtogs of adapting 
the men jtjyoically and psyehologicAlly to t2*e life a® Insurgents* Only a 
few jssen in groups' of three cr four, rainly agents and shilled technicians* 
are known to have teen infiltrated by sea* 

ften rrineijel lead routes begin with track route* in worth VSetrwm end 
end In n network of trails crossing into the EVEN Of possibly Isos impor- 
tant* ora trails leading tren Cambodia to VC otrcnghcdjaa tn the southern 
part of tm near the border. The capability of the lend route* to deliver 
aatertale into ©cut* Vietnam depend* in the end on the number of porters 
end animals that the Caeswaists see fit to allocate for this rurpoee. It 
fa «ot Seated that one reported infiltration system involving i^o^^OO 
poofterr; ctsl guards probably delivered about 1 Sheri ten per day \£7EF0) frcai 
the southern part of Berth Viet sen into Thua Thiers Province of ttie 
A recently ocnatructed ros-3. ( rente !£) reduces the length of t his p orter 
c^eteia, end weald jera&t the mvm 6,000 ma to deliver sheet 2 SITS through- 
out the yeer. Moreover, during the dry sense* freer December l$m throe# 
ffwi-- iq$5* data obtained" by the road watch teams on the truck route# if. lass 
Indicate that about 730 tone- in addition to the DZA ectteated 6,500 tens 
needed tkrce#cet the yeor Ty Ccewroist forces in the Panhandle ©f Laos 
were »o <sd by truck into theb ore*. Thus , if the DIA estimate of require - 
ssant# is valid, 730 tens, or about A BTFD were available for infiltration 
into the HTti during this' period over a second rout®. 


DIA review(s) completed. 
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The air strikes egsi mt the supply routes In Uorfch VSetnasa and leoa 
have created difficulties end re duc e d the capacity ©? end Incretaed 
the cost of trsanei sort. This reduction la capacity, Ixuever, did. nob of - 
feet the nnsasler cf tracks being raenrad during tbs recant dry eeasen beesuse 
the ectual cverage ausaber cf* trucks roved pear day va* only about half the 
eatirated pent etrtice capacity of the Uniting sectors of the rcute. 

Ibe sea routes have a greater potential for infiltration of supplies 
then do land routes and have been leas affected by air strikes, but v» have 
practically no evidence on the extent to which this potential ie being 
utilised* Tiio large mffiber ct native craft that ncmsally operate along the 
ooKet of the EVH roles excee dingly difficult the interdiction of the Hearth 
Viatma oar VC erssa carrtcra. | 

I [ them say be about 109 native 

craft allocated to this operation at any on® tine. If these craft vera 
«ueea«£ully employed in see infiltration operations they world fewe the 
eessMlity to deliver shout 75 SB® daily along the coast cf the EW. 

| 1 larger craft, iisclud- 

lag cerchact ships, have been used in the pest to deliver supplies to the 
¥0. These ships cc aid. have delivered large ecounts of supplies* In view 
of the relatively lew daily supply refuirerents of the VC fron ebreocl, 
however, the actual quantities delivered by these ships ere est tented to 
have been resell. With tlie present increase in naval patrols cud tfca 
teprovessent In the surveillon^a of such craft their ccctrilffitioa to the 
supply of the VC in the future possibly will not be very large. 

In tm seaary, therefore, beeod on fragmentary intelligence, there appease 
to be a current capability to infiltrate supplies, es follows: *u by 
lead, 5 82H> during the dry season (abo ut $ rontba) cad S BCR) daring the 
relay season, and b. by sen, about 75 flTH> ty native ere ft and e sesUL 
coso’-int daily ■ - say no sere thaa 5 0’3TO — by ship. Interdiction dera- 
tions have exes'- ed difficulties, but have not affected the cajsfeilltiec 
of the supply lines. 
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IX. Overland Suply Lines 

A. Introduction 

Supplies destined far infiltration to the Vfet Cong (VC), « veil 
dh supplies for Ccacuslet forces in leos, eove ly truck from tic ores 
la fforth Vietnas into Loon, During the dry seseon rest of the trucks esrm 
dsara routs 1A to route 15*, folios' rentes 15 and 12 Into teos through 
Mu Ole Paso, rad proceed south cm routs S3** to supply located dong 

routes £3 nod 9. This route is used free shout rJLd-Decenber throurii llay 
tar June when route £3 eon only intermittently to used by tracks* Supplies 
for forces la the southern tip of the Farhen&le of loos end for Infiltra- 
tion are drawn from these dvasre throu^out the year end roved by truck east 
m route 9 to Ban Doug end south cm route 92. During the recent dry sea- 
son route 02 was extended couth end east toward the South Vietnamese border. 
A second route the on© need to Infiltrate ora frees North to South Viet 
nan also traverse* Dace In the movement of ecre supplies to the 2«fth 
Vietnamese border. Thin route, which is probably used costly dartrg the 
rainy season when route 23 Is usually closed to track traffic. Involve s 
track mermsenta south from VinJti to the sras of tha Demilitarised Tone near 
the Laotian herder* Iron there the supplies ere portered to Bo Do ng along 
the northern part of route 92 {’which in the we® consists of ft Busier of 
trails, fierce of which are at best Jeepable trail* 1» the dry season). At 
Step Dong where this route Joins the on® described above, the supplies ecu 
fee loaded cm tracks Bps in ter rc-vemit south on route 92 * Psrt of the 
trail system north of route 9 is paralleled ty ft river that is navigable 
for native croft. From the southern part of route 92 supplies are moved 
further couth within tecs by native craft end by ®»n over trail® end 
eventually into South V istmw by' porters cm a network of trail®. These 
trails pass through ragged terrain sad dense vegetation raking then in- 
visible frost the air. 

B. Carablllty of Supply Lines 

Before the bridges and ehchepoints were boobed, the Halting sec- 
tor of the trucfcable routes into tees was route 23* with a dry seas on 
capacity of ©bout UOO short tons {op about 130 to 135 trucks carrying 3 
tons each) each way per (kqr (BUD)* The dry season capacity thremgheut 


H — 'The nurber cf ’ this route in tforth Vietnam was formerly celled 12 or 

15 / 12 . 

*# In this E-eaoraadum the only section of route 23 being discussed is 
that portion between routes 12 and 9* 
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tt» route wsc reduced % honking to ebout ICO tone (30 to 35 -irudki) ESSO, 
The cost of rcrlcg tails quantity fyon Viate would tee meetly increased tgr 
tha mcms&trf of j-ort»rit*s or ferrying the eui&lias 4 tinea arouad c&cka-- 
potato cr ccros* ®tw«e*a, requiring noeat 1,009 to 1,500 posters at each 
pcnttom ead icaseeeinsi the percent of the getfltM lost ly break*®® ar4 
pilferage. At tfo® present tic© route' 23 iwfcdtely is rot true&a&le fcljraa^k 
out cm all day®, but c» eoce flays porta of it probately can be used for 
true! traffic. During ro-ot rainy eeaama the road eoniiaued. to tee used 
to apm extent lay troops walking and by porters carrying eupplies* 

The capacity erf the aeccnd ecu to the trail route txcm .xnkm am 

tkmUAtmelmd Sons to Ban Poor eo route 9 — depends to. ecus extent or. 
heir mx& pore era ore used. Votes* rotate 93 was extended and upgraded to 
a rood, this trail nete»tu% vac reported to have teen utilised tgr etout 
9,000 &»srds cud porters * It is estimated that this uyetea eee aa$atda 
of daldvssi..^ about 1 chart ten per day frc» near the PesaHtorlgeA Sena 
through Laos Into Thus 'Thiers Iwrtnee of South ^ist&setu Ear that fteesk 
eatdtalf oi' this route in fcrucfcatele the whole year, it would to peesiMe 
for the «fis.-:a £.090 rasa fee deliver 3 BTH». 

C . iteo ttirasaegsta Ter freopo in foca and Eat heated Tonnage pellverod 

Atosi*-. 11,209 Xtetbet tao end Perth Vletneseet troops ox* located in 
the ftentoandl© of Laos served by mite J*3. These fwses require logistical 
aappert fron Perth Vietmr., jrsaenily estimated by Bid to teo SI nhfrt too* 
per day (G’.0f r :>) for all classes of supplies. In rl&lticr., ©ternt 5 £TPT> cf 
ettfpliee ore required to naintaia the supply routes during the dry cep am. 
Thee the total supply requirgrswat in the area la 21 8TID during the relay 
warn end £f> C2BJ -during the dry season, waking a total sjrtml require - 
pent of nearly 8,509 ffSFD per year. The supplies availetele fee- fcsfiltra- 
tfen to the VC weald bo the mart delivered to this atm. in tsr.msp of 
thin reqiiraj-snt. 

It to eetinabed that r-nra than this ermu&l requioemixL for -’die 
OSBoaspipt forces Ja Lace wan roved by tract* down route 23 dariog tie re- 
cent' dry eeu-r.cn. A road -.-raich teen located on idle ttcarthera pert at route 
S3 observed the med on 1.38 Asya of the 157 days fro» 20 Decee&sr i9& f > 
through 25 Kay I9u5 and reported a level of traffic that va* eat Jested to 
have been 17 tracks per day vertag ©oath (escclasUag trucks cteeeresd to 
be . ceyrying troops sad gear) . If it is ascuwsd that each truck carried 
3 Sheet tor-* cud that this im'el cf traffic vac emtiaaed for C ssefrthr-,* 
these tracks ceeH km delivered 9,310 tea. This estimate of 


^WwrvatieiT'of “tbe arond indicated that traffic i:c-. i ed on* it fjpar- 22 
Daces!** l$S ?f Wirmgft 25 1%' 3.9^5 vi*» the read-watch, fceati vac f creed by 
en«sy aeticn to leave its po«t. It la eoeunad that toffie actually con- 
tinued fer at x©;---st ntwther 30 days during the winy ceaaoa alth mjp. 
peeciMy ret 01 ouceeeel.-e dup-s after 25 May. 

- h - 
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delivered tonnage to ebout 730 tons row than the eatiriited annea l req uire- 
ment for the eras. It is possible to conclude, therefore, that % STK> 
during the dsy Meson wore probably available In the Ranhondle of Laos fear 
infiltration to the VC and «* additional sntount could have arrived by trails 
from the southern part c? Worth Vietnam, end that the trail network could 
easily have had the capacity to deliver this tonnage into South Vietnam. 

It is believed, however, that only en amount sufficient to supply VC farce s 
along the inland border in the northern provinces would be logically moved 
by this route at present. Sea infiltration to other areas of South Viet- 
nam probably is much easier end less costly. Use trail route is likely 
maintained m inly to provide a fairly safe route for infiltration of men. 

It con also be concluded from the available data that the bribing 
of the transport routes probably did not effect the eetual tonnage de- 
livered into Laos by truck. On the average route 23 was only used at obcut 
one holt its post-strike capacity of 30 to 35 trucks per day. During 
•Ternary and February an average of 15 trucks per day uere observed going 
south sack norvth. After the tombing began, en average of 16 trucks per 
day were observed going south in March, 21 in April, end lh In May. 

D. hand Routes frer. Carbc&ta 


The VC also obtain supplies, mainly food end small amounts of mili- 
tary supplies, free Cambodia by using porters and smugglers who mingle 
vith normal village traffic to cross the lightly patrolled border. In 
addition to the water infiltration route along the Mekong River (which is 
included ns pert of the next section on supply lines by sea), evidence 
indicates that trails ere used to cross the border principally into Tay 
Hirsh Province, which is for the moat part controlled by the VC. Interro- 
gation reports indicate that porters have made regular trips tote C vnbodia 
in. this are® to receive supplies that have been transported by esc cart to 
the supply point. 

The capability of these routes to move military supplies through 
Cambodia probably has been fairly low, however, probably due to the fact 
that tbs Cambodian government has not officially acknowledged involvement 
with the VC. A large movement would be difficult to conceal, and the 
present ca ability is jrcbebly leas than one ton per day. 


III. Supply .bines by Sen 

Ua» Republic of South Vietnam (BVW) has about 50,000 craft of al.1 
tyies plying along its 1,500 rile coastline daily, of which the BVN Naval 


- 5 ~ 
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Patrol too to J* 1 ® !£*«■« Ji^cto*£B e*a ccoreou* sacsto** 

mich 00 ,1^s and e^yarn *saSs 1 s of 6cutU Vletoas. 

of loc-aticnc £hirs * can discharge cargo off -chora tor the 

totter craft ircXud^fig r*rctoUv fB nm mterdle- 

ruve of assail craft ce 13.ga**r». ^ wc n a la tb* atriet esctarivy 

■felon of infiltration of aoA fituspllea ^ j «_ +•>.** 

|Lcipl^ t«intalnea ty tto tforth Vtetnoawee m& tto VC ecgo^A la «*• 

©jertiticn . 
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Apart free eaiaXi awebers of fcl^ily trained personnel, to be uaei for 
mmpkemm or other furpoees vrithin the TO cegnni ration it is ojot^l---e'vea 
that, imscr personae! have been infiltrated by flee* It is estimated the** 
the bulls flf miteimy winforeeiaente test tl m VC ©she their irsy w EOfcta 
USethaaa. error the Xarsd infiltration routes* 


*ph0 ability to condition perfloraafll jtqrflleally o»d i^ebologiefllly j-o* 
service with the TO during the land Infiltration proeesc plays a large 
wart in maintaining thin policy. Another factor is that the rresenca c_ 
large noniera of pern or-ie X on the nee infiltration era— t wostlil prase »« a 
, better target for interdiction by tterol patrol®. 
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